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4.1 Author-Date System

4. Source Citation System

The Editor has two different system for citing sources: the parenthetical reference in 
the body text (the Author-date System) and the reference system in the footnotes 
(the Author, Title [abbreviated] System). The Author is required to verify which of 
the two systems has been chosen by the Direction of the journal or the series or by 
the curator of the miscellany. In certain subject areas, specific variations to these 
rules may be authorized by the individual scientific Directions. 
Every article or essay must be accompanied by a final bibliography. It is not allowed 
to provide comprehensive bibliography only in the notes.
In order to avoid linguistic idiosyncrasies, bibliographic references must fully 
assume the language of the cited bibliographic source.
Abbreviations such as Ibid., Ibidem, Id., Ead, cited, work cited, etc. are not to be 
used. Recurring references must always be repeated according to the scheme 
provided above.

It is the standard requested by the Publisher. In this system, the bibliographic 
references are directly included in the body of the text and not in the footnotes.

A short reference is given between parentheses and includes the following information: 
the Author’s last name, the year of publication (no punctuation intervening) and, if 
needed, the page numbers (preceded by a comma, with a small dash - separating page 
numbers and no ‘p./pp.’ abbreviation). Complete information regarding the publication 
(e.g. curator’s or translator’s name) is given only in the final bibliography. If the Author’s 
last name is already mentioned in text segment where the short reference is, there’s no 
need to repeat it between parentheses.

Main text “cited text” (Last name year, 120-125).

Main text (Last name year, page) alternatively (see [never abbreviated] Last name 
year, page).

Main text (Last name year, page) or (Last name year, vol. number) (Last name year, 
vol. number, page) (Last name year, page n. [note] number).

4.1.1 Short References in the Text

4.1.1.1 Direct Quote

4.1.1.2 Indirect Quote

4.1.1.3 Page Number 
 and Other Informations

Smith (2010, 25) in his work argues that “....”.
My work is defined “an interesting book” (Smith 2016, 120-5).

Smith (2010) Argue that the discussion on alternative energies is still open.
Smith (2010) and Roger (2011) argue on green energies.

In short in-text reference the only admitted abbreviation is n. for ‘note’. Any other 
information will be specified in the final bibliography.

Ex

Ex
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Main text (Last name year, page) main text (page).

Main text (Last name 1, Last name 2, page).

Main text (Last name 1 et al. year, page).

Main text (Last name year; Last name year).

Main text (Initial first name Last name year and Initial first name Last name year).

4.1.1.4 Consecutive Quotes

4.1.1.5 Two or Three Authors

4.1.1.6 More Than 
 Three Authors

4.1.1.7 Contemporary 
Reference to Multiple Sources

4.1.1.8 Authors with  
the Same Name

(Smith 2010, 25-7)
(Smith 2010, 2, 23)
(Smith 2010, 234 n. 23)

Smith argues that “...” (2010, 25). Furthermore, “...” (30).

Others have reached the same conclusions (Smith, Roger 2010, 50-1); (Smith, 
Roger, Black 2010).

Green energy are the future (Smith et al. 2010).

Some scholars have come to the same conclusions (Smith 2010; Black 2011).

Green energy is the future (M. Smith 2010), and (G. Black 2011).

Ex

Ex

Ex

Ex

Ex

Ex

Main text (Last name yeara, yearb).4.1.1.9 Same Author, 
 Same Year 

Green energy is the future (Smith 2010a, 2010b),
Ex



E
di

zi
on

i C
a’

Fo
sc

ar
i

www.edizionicafoscari.unive.it

Edizioni Ca’ Foscari
Ca’ Dolfin 3859/A
30123 Venezia

T. +39 041 234 8080 
ecf_redazione@unive.it

4. Source Citation System
In
fo
rm

at
io
n
s

C
on

ta
ct
s

Except for those cases in which it is located at the end of an off-text quote, the 
reference always goes before any punctuation mark.

When the Author or Editor of a source is unknown, the reference indicates only 
the title and year of publication.

When quoting an entire multi-volume work, include in the short reference the 
range of years over which the volumes were published.

Main text (Last name year, year).

If, in the main text, more than three sources are cited at the same time, this group 
of references can be transferred into the footnotes.
Similarly, references to the source can figure in the notes if they are part of an 
extensive comment to the main text.

Main text Last name 1 (cited in Last name 2 year). 

Last name [year 1] year 2. 

4.1.1.10 More Works  
by the Same Author

4.1.1.11 Indirect Quotes 

4.1.1.12 Modern Editions

4.1.1.13 References in Note

4.1.1.14 Number Note 
Position

4.1.1.15 Anonymous Work 

4.1.1.16 Multi-volume Work 
Published in More Years

Green energy is the future (Smith 2010, 2011).

This is written in Smith (cited in Black 2010).

Smith [1848] 2001.

Stanze in lode della donna brutta 1547.

1 See Smith 2010; Black 2014, 34-6; Rogers 2015, 123-50.
2 Some of the most significant contributions are reported, in particular the 
thorough paper given by Smith (2010) at the last Conference; the ten-year long 
work of Bianchi (2014, 34-6); the agile synthesis curated by Neri and Verdi (2015, 
123-4).

Ex

Ex

Ex

Ex

Ex
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If the year of publication of a work is unknown, the abbreviation s.d. must be used 
in its place (always written in lowercase).

When a book is under contract with a Publisher and is already titled, but the date of 
publication is not yet known, forthcoming is used in place of the date.

4.1.1.17 Work Without Year

4.1.1.18 Forthcoming

(Smith 1934-6, 17) 

(Rogers, s.d., 34)

(Smith, forthcoming). 

In order to avoid confusing the abbreviation with the Author’s name, a comma 
separates the former from the latter.

4.1.2 References to Specific 
Parts of the Text

4.1.2.1 Primary Sources In the references in the text or in a footnote, page numbers and division into 
volumes and volumes edition consulted must be indicated only if the text does not 
have an intrinsic topological division into books, chapters, sections ecc.

Ex

Ex

Ex

Tuc., Histories, 7, 3, 18 (= ‘book’ 7, ‘chapter’ 3, ‘paragraph’ 18)
Virg., Aeneid, 1, v. 127 (=  ‘book’ 1, verse 127)
Mc 1:17 (= Gospel of Mark, ‘chapter’ 1, ‘verse’ 17)

4.1.2.2 Secondary Sources Arabic numerals must be used to indicate subdivisions in references in the main 
text and in the footnotes. They are separated only by commas and do not need 
intermediate abbreviations.
Abbreviations are only permitted for the following indications:
• Section/s = § / §§
• Note/s = n. / nn.
• Verse/ = v. / vv.
• Figures, tables = fig., tab. 
When further indispensable enumerations follow one of the subdivisions of the 
document described above, they must be preceded by a colon ‘:’ .

Ex
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4.2 Author, 
 Title [Abbreviated Form]

It can be used only on precise indication of the scientific direction of the journal or 
series where the document (article or essay) will be published.
In this system, the bibliographic references are given in the footnote and not in 
the body text. The abbreviated form of the title (which is not an abbreviation of it) 
should provide the necessary information to unequivocally identify the complete 
form in the final bibliography.

They include the Author’s last name, the main title (in Italics), which is abbreviated 
if consisting of more than four words, and page number (if more than one, they are 
separated by a short dash).

4.2.1 Short References  
in Footnotes

In bibliography:
Smith, John. The drafting of detailed rules for proper editorial practices. London: 
Open Editions, 2016, 35-6.

In footnote, the citation has the following format:

1 Smith, The drafting of detailed rules, 35-6.

Author’s Last name, Author’s Name [full form] (Year). Title. Place: Publisher, page 
numbers (if any).

4.1.3 The Source in the 
Bibliography

Smith, John (2016). The drafting of detailed rules for proper editorial practices. 
London: Open Editions.

In text:
Smith 2008, chs. 10-2: 230, 233, 237 (= ‘chapters’ 10-12, ‘positions’ 230, 233, 237)
Smith 2008, 2, 2, 630 n. 15 (= ‘tome’ 2, ‘volume’ 2, ‘page’ 630 ‘note’ 15) or
Smith 2008, § 89 n. 22. (= ‘section’ 89, ‘note’ 22).

In bibliography:
Smith, John (2008). My work, 4. voll. Venice: Open Editions.

Ex

Ex

Ex
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In short in-text reference the only admitted abbreviation is n. for ‘note’. Any other 
information will be specified in the final bibliography.

1 Others (Smith, Rogers, abbr. title, 50-1); (Smith, Rogers, Black, abbr. title, 2010) 
reached the same conclusions.
**.

Last name, abbr. title, page.

Last name (abbr. title, page)

4.2.1.1 Direct Quote

4.2.1.2 Without Direct Quote

4.2.1.3 Page Number 
and Other Informations

11 Smith in his work argues that “...” (abbr. title, 25).

1 Smith (abbr. title, 122) argues that... Verdi (abbr. title) and Bianchi (abbr. title) 
reach the same conclusions.

Main text (Last name, abbr. title, page) or (Last name, abbr. title, vol. number) Last 
name, abbr. title, vol. number, page) Last name, abbr. title, page n. [note] number).

Ex

Ex

Main text (Last name, Abbr. title, page) Main text (page).4.2.1.4 Consecutive Quotes

1 Smith (Green Energy, 122) argues that “....” Furthermore, “...” (30).

(Smith, Green Energy, 25-7)
(Smith, Green Energy, 2, 23)
(Smith, Green Energy, 234 n. 23)

Ex

Ex

Ex

Last name 1 , Last name 2, Abbr. title, page; Last name 1, Last name 2, Last name 3, 
Abbr. title.

4.2.1.5 Two or Three 
 Authors
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Abbr. title.4.2.1.11 Anonymous Work

Last name 1 et al., Abbr. title.

Last name, Abbr. title; Last name, Abbr. title.

Initial first name Last name, Abbr. title and Initial first name Last name, Abbr. title.

Last name, Abbr. title 1; Abbr. title 2.

Last name 1 cited in Last name 2, Abbr. title.

4.2.1.6 More Than Three Authors

4.2.1.7 Contemporary 
Reference to Multiple Sources

4.2.1.8 Authors with  
the Same Name

4.2.1.9 More Works 
 by an Author

4.2.1.10 Indirect Citations

1 Smith et al., Green Energy, 34.  

1 Some scholars have come to the same conclusions (Smith, abbr. title; Black, 
abbr. title).

1 M. Smith, Green Energy and G. Smith, Think Green.

1 Smith, Green Energy, 25; Nuove risorse, 26.

1 Smith cited in Bianchi, Green Energy.

1 Green Economy, 45.

4.2.2 References to Specific 
Parts of the Text

4.2.2.1 Primary Sources In the references in the text or in a footnote, page numbers and division into 
volumes and volumes edition consulted must be indicated only if the text does not 
have an intrinsic topological division into books, chapters, sections ecc.

Ex

Ex

Ex

Ex

Ex

Ex
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Tuc., Histories, 7, 3, 18 (= ‘book’ 7, ‘chapter’ 3, ‘paragraph’ 18)
Virg., Aeneid, 1, v. 127 (=  ‘book’ 1, verse 127)
Mc 1:17 (= Gospel of Mark, ‘chapter’ 1, ‘verse’ 17)

4.2.2.2 Secondary Sources Arabic numerals must be used to indicate subdivisions in references in the main 
text and in the footnotes. They are separated only by commas and do not need 
intermediate abbreviations.
Abbreviations are only permitted for the following indications:
• Section/s = § / §§
• Note/s = n. / nn.
• Verse/s = v. / vv.
• Figures, tables = fig., tab. 

4.2.3 The Source 
 in Bibliography

Last name, Name [full form]. Title. Place: Editor, year, Place: Publisher, Year, page 
numbers (if any).

Smith, Ted. Green Energy. Rome: Open Edition, 2016, 78-90.

In text:
Smith Green Energy, 2, 630 n. 15 (= ‘tome’ 2, ‘volume’ 2, ‘page’ 630 ‘note’ 15) or
Smith Green Energy, § 89 n. 22. (= ‘section’ 89, ‘note’ 22).

In bibliography:
Smith, John. My work, 4. voll. Venice: Open Editions, 2008.

Ex

Ex

Ex


